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THE BULGARIAN  HIGHLANDS

The Balkans, which are a continuation of the Carpathians, are only
some 18 miles in width, and rise to an elevation of from 5000 to 6000
feet. Numerous passes exist which link the Balkan foreland with the
southern valleys. Railways cross those cut by the rivers Isker and
Yantra. The railway following the Isker crosses the mountains at

A scene in the Rhodope Plateau, Bulgaria. (Courtesy of the Commercial Museum,

Philadelphia, Pa.)

Trajan's Gate, and meets the Nis-Istanbul line at Sofiya, Bulgaria's
capital. This city was founded by Trajan, and just missed becoming
Constantinople, for Constantine seriously considered making it his
capital. Although cereals, tobacco and fruit are raised in the neighbor-
hood, the city is more important for its commerce and industry than
as an agricultural center. Its situation at the junction of trade routes
adds to its commercial importance. Its location near the lignite fields
of Pernik gives it ample fuel, and it contains factories representing
nearly all the industries of the kingdom. The city has recently grown
rapidly, and is becoming an active, progressive capital.

The upper slopes of the Balkans either are forested in beech and
oak, or are grass-covered pasture lands. Hundreds of thousands of